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Creative Approaches to Conservation Education

Furthering Outdoor Alliance’s mission to enhance outdoor education and conservation is the focus
of projects led by Laura Beskow in 2025 featuring her photographs, content, and collaborations.

A colorful postcard highlights “7 Simple Ways You
Can Help Birds” including a QR code for a

companion Big Bluestem Audubon web page with EI *
detailed information and lowa-based resources to 2 E
implement each step. =:
w s

A “Lights Out for Wildlife” o

};SCVHO”:. bookmark, features photos of birds - @

and pollinators and light-pollution 7, 75:2‘)5‘;"’:” ;:'5' |

reduction tips. Both the postcard & 2= ; / Help Birds g‘('

and bookmark are being distributed
at community events and public places to promote conservation.

Interactive artwork to raise awareness about pollinators is under development in
collaboration with artist Kimberly Moss, Program Director of Scientific lllustration
and Visualization at lowa State University. It will offer a memorable way for visitors
to discover and promote pollinator-friendly practices.

These projects form a consistent message: Protecting wildlife and the environment
starts with awareness and concrete guidance. They were made possible with
administrative support from Outdoor Alliance and grants from Walmart Spark Good
and Rotary Club of Ames.

lowa Master Naturalists Meet in Story County

The Outdoor Alliance provided financial support to
the lowa Master Naturalist program, which was
offered in Story County in 2025. Students in the 12-
week program learned about herptiles, tree
identification, soils, insects, fungi, and prairie
plants, among other topics. They went on to
additional training and into capstone projects of
their own design, meant to benefit the relationship
between humanity and nature.

Caption: Tom Rosburg of Drake University (center) and Tom

Isenhart of ISU (far left) discussing restoration of a prairie
remnant near Gilbert with the IMN class of 2025.
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Ames Reads Leopold on KHOI Radio

A Sand County The 18th annual “Ames Reads Leopold” took a unique approach in 2025. In
R partnership with KHOI radio and several community partners, twenty-seven of
Aldo Leopold’s essays from A Sand County Almanac were read on April 21, 2025,
during KHOI’s observance of Earth Day. The Outdoor Alliance provided event
coordination as well as volunteer readers. We especially appreciate the willingness
of Lynne Carey, Mike Murphy and all the KHOI Community radio staff and
volunteers to host the event. We also want to thank all the volunteer readers as

. 1 well as the core planning team: Jim Pease, Jeri Neal, Dan Haug, Christine Laumer,
Clark Wolf, Jerry Keys, Mike Meetz, Nancy Franz and Bruce Wight who conceived and implemented
the idea to bring Ames Reads Leopold to the radio. Ames owes a deep appreciation to Erv Klaas
who initiated this annual event in 2008.

By ALDO LEOPOLD

Donor Appreciation Dinner

On October 15, 2025, the Outdoor Alliance held a Donor
Appreciation Dinner at the Story County Conservation
Center, McFarland Park. A delicious lasagna dinner was
served. Board member Jim Colbert gave a PowerPoint
presentation highlighting how nearly $200,000 in
donations from members (since inception of the
Alliance in 2012), have benefited Story County in the
areas of Education, Special Projects, Land Acquisition,
Service Projects, and a growing Foundation
Endowment that will ensure the Alliance can be of
service to Story County long into the future.
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New Outdoor Alliance Board Members

Linda Wild, with a bachelor’s degree in biology, worked as an administrator at
lowa State University in the Genetics and Toxicology graduate programs for
twenty-five years. Linda volunteers as a water tester on the South Skunk River
and the Keigley Branch in Hamilton County for Story County Conservation. She
also is a voting member of the Headwaters of the South Skunk River Water
Management Authority for the City of Randall. Linda is also the Secretary for the
Outdoor Alliance. Linda enjoys walking in public parks and trails.

Claire Andreasen retired in 2025 after working as a veterinarian for 43 years. Her work at lowa State
University over the last 28 years spanned many positions including One Health,
that focuses on the health interactions of animals, humans and the environment.
She previously lived and worked in Texas, Georgia, and Oregon. Claire has camped,
hiked, and bicycled throughout the Southwestern and Western U.S., Canada, and
Mexico. Later in life, running was added. She is a member of the Friends of Ada
Hayden, lowa Natural Heritage Foundation, Seed Savers Exchange, lifetime
member of the Practical Farmers of lowa, and on the Board of Directors of One
Heart Equestrian Therapy. Claire enjoys organic gardening and caring for their
Story County Conservation Easement home property.
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Other 2025 Accomplishments

The Outdoor Alliance leads winter, spring and fall spring walks, and library presentations. We
support Story County Conservation’s land acquisitions, park improvements, water monitoring and
volunteer support. The Outdoor Alliance also participated in lowa Prairie Network Winter meeting
at Ames High School, Get Outside Day at McFarland Park, Rummage Rampage, Monarch Magic at
Ada Hayden Park, and EcoVision at Ames Public Library.

An estate gift of $420,000, dedicated to Story County Conservation’s purchase of land that will be
designated as wildlife refuges, was donated to Outdoor Alliance. The Outdoor Alliance will hold the
funds in interest-bearing accounts until needed by Story County Conservation for acquiring refuge
properties. Since Story County Conservation is a state entity, it could not earn interest on these
funds.

Two grants submitted to Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) by the City of Ames were
awarded for constructing bridges: one over loway Creek connecting Moore Park to forty acres of
public land, and another for a bridge over Clear Creek connecting Ontario Park. Both projects
include riparian improvements. The Outdoor Alliance contributed in a small way by providing letters
of support. The Outdoor Alliance has assisted several communities in Story County by writing letters
of support for REAP proposals.

Looking Ahead

The Outdoor Alliance invests in outdoor recreation, education and conservation with our partners,
Story County Conservation, Prairie Rivers of lowa and many others.

Our goals in 2026 reflect the increasing importance of water, use of parks and trails by the public,
and overall participation, particularly by youth and families, in outdoor recreation:

e Support Story County Conservation's land acquisitions and improvements through financial
contributions and service projects.

e Assist in raising matching funds for the projects funded by the Story County Water and Land
Legacy.

o Develop strategies to engage members in volunteer opportunities.

Thank you for helping the Outdoor Alliance support Story County Conservation and our other
partners’ many efforts to make Story County a great place to live, work and enjoy outdoor
recreation. The projects highlighted in this report could not have happened without your help. If
you would like to volunteer or participate in any of our projects, please contact us at
info@oasco.org or visit our website, www.oasco.org, for upcoming events and to review our 2025
financial statement (https://www.oasco.org/annual-reports.html).
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