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The Outdoor Alliance was pleased to partner with the Story County Water
STORY COUNTY and Land Legacy Bond promotion campaign to inform Story County
mm@ m voters about how passage of the $25 million dollar bond would benefit
WATER & LAND LEGACYBOND outdoor recreation, conservation and education in our county. The

SRR N educational brochure provided by the Outdoor Alliance was part of a
larger effort that included arranging and participating in educational sessions. Volunteers also
helped distribute yard signs and talked to voters in their communities. It was thrilling to see these
efforts result in the bond referendum passing by an overwhelming majority (77.75%) in the

November 5, 2024, election. Thanks to all who assisted.

Story County Conservation now has access to $25,000,000 and intends to invest 36% of these funds
for Parks, 32% on Water and Habitat, and 32% for Trails and Outdoor Recreation. Matching funds will
be needed for all projects. The Outdoor Alliance, with your support, will assist in implementing this
plan by raising matching funds and conducting outreach.

Story County Conservation has matching grants and
funding for the following projects, not necessarily in this
order:

Hannum's Mill Dam renovation

Wicks Wildlife Area oxbow restoration
Rental cabin at Dakins Lake

Deppe Family Conservation Area

Trail network

Educational signage

Parking area

Picnic shelter
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Track Story County Conservation’s progress investing the Water & Land Legacy Funds on their
website (https://www.storycountyiowa.gov/1697/Story-County-Water-and-Land-Legacy-Bond).
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Story County Libraries, lowa Young Birders Backpacks & the Outdoor Alliance

The lowa Young Birders are making available Birding Backpacks that can be checked out from the
library just like a book. The backpacks have binoculars, field guides and information about where to
go birding in the area. The Outdoor Alliance partnered with the lowa Young Birders to place Birding
Backpacks across the libraries in Story County.

Since the Birding Backpacks can be checked out, youth who do not
have their own equipment will now have a chance to enjoy birding.
Birding Backpacks are now available at the Cambridge and Nevada
Libraries in Story County.

The Outdoor Alliance was awarded a $1,000 grant from Walmart in
2024; and then, late in 2024, was also awarded $4,100 grant from Story |
County Community Foundation. With this funding, Birding Backpacks ‘
will next be provided to Story City, Slater, and Huxley. Other libraries
in Story County can be funded from these grants too and will be
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contacted in 2025. ’/ l!,u»
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Partnering with the lowa Young Birders and strengthening libraries in
your community is a way to reach young people, getting them

. . Tyler Harms holding the grant award
outdoors, empowered and informed about our interconnected world. is with the lowa Young Birders

E In 2024 another outstanding success for Ames was diverting many household
M‘G items from ending up in the
R““RAMP'&E landfill. Over 366 togns of material
have been diverted from landfilling
over the seven years of the event. During that same
time, over $215,000 was raised to support community
non-profit organizations in pursuing their mission and
achieving their goals. This year, nine Outdoor Alliance
volunteers provided over 60 total hours at this event
working at 15 different shifts including small and large
item moving and loading, unique finds, overnight security, and cleaning/arranging the items for sale.
Their effort resulted in the Outdoor Alliance receiving $1777.93 in total proceeds. These funds will
be used to support upcoming Story County
outdoor projects.

“ 4 Ames before Rummage Rampage

Rummage Rampage 2024 *
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Tedesco Connector Trail

The Tedesco Connector Trail (Tedesco Trail) is a short trail connecting a park to trails across central
lowa. Informational trail signs are now designed and, in 2024 the fund raising was completed. The
Outdoor Alliance was able to exceed its GoFundMe goal of raising $32,000 thanks to generous
members, neighbors and other donors.

One of the trail signs emphasizes native plants focusing on pollinators. The other trail sign focuses
on prairie habitat. It will be a bit longer before the informational signs are proofed, manufactured,
delivered and installed alongside of the trail.

In the meantime, the Tedesco Trail is there for all of us to
use. It is an invitation to get outside for a walk, enjoy the
ever-changing prairie, relax or read a book on an adjacent
bench. It alsois aninvitation to go to a nearby park or well
beyond on a series of bike trails across central lowa,
including the Heart of lowa Trail, which is part of the
American Discovery Trail, the High Trestle Trail, the
Ankeny Trail and now, the Raccoon River Valley Trail west
of Woodward.

Other 2024 Accomplishments

Our activities have also included sponsoring spring and winter hikes, library lectures, Wild Women
of the Woods Campout, Ames Reads Leopold, Monarch Madness, Ames Eco Fair, Prairie Rivers
Annual Event, and donations for land acquisition, and water quality management.

Looking Ahead

The Outdoor Alliance invests in outdoor recreation, education and conservation with our partners,
including Prairie Rivers of lowa and Story County Conservation. Our goals in 2025 reflect the
increasing importance of water, use of parks and trails by the public, and overall participation in
outdoor recreation:

e Support Story County Conservation's land acquisitions and improvements through financial
contributions and service projects.

e Assist in raising matching funds for the projects funded by the Story County Water and Land
Legacy.

o Develop strategies to engage members in volunteer opportunities.

Thanks for helping the Outdoor Alliance support Story County Conservation and our other partners’
many efforts to make Story County a great place to live, work and enjoy outdoor recreation. The
projects highlighted in this report could not have happened without your help. If you would like to
volunteer or participate in any of our projects, please contact us at info@oasco.org or visit our
website, www.oasco.org, for upcoming events and to review our 2024 financial statement
(https://[www.oasco.org/annual-reports.html).
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